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, Executive Registry
Central Intelligence Agency

iy | 8% Y/05/1

»

Washingion. D C. 20505

12 September 1986

MEMORANDUM FOR: STAT
Chief, Reference Library Branch
Defense Intelligence Agency
ATTENTION: RTS-2A STAT
SUBJECT: Request for Documents
1. This is in response to your July 31, 1986 letter addressed to Ms.
__lin which you requested a copy of an unclassified memorandum STAT
titled "Communist Military and Economic Aid to North Vietnam, 1970-1974".
2. The document is attached for your retention. Please note this is
the most legible copy we were able to retrieve.
STAT
.~ Deputy Executive Secretary
Attachment: As stated
L - 237 /o
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March 5, 197s

Communist Military and Economic Aigd to North Vietnam,
1970 -1974+

: 4 The Intelligence Community has been requested to egtj-
mate the amounts of Communist aid delivered to North Vietnam in
the years 1970-1974, using current Us dollar costs of the materiel

:gdﬂ..tvieol provided (see Table I). It is important to recog-

! t the Intelligence Community's estimate on this subject

:noﬁﬁzjuivalont to -~ and hence not comparable with -- US ap-
rigtions for military and economic aid to South Vietram, for
following reasons:

.

e

R
: {g; On the matter of accuracy, our information on North
at has always been incomplete, although coverage on civilian
/Amportl-is substantially better than for military aid. The draw-
dewin. Off the US presence in Southeast Asia has further limited in-
t9lligence collection capabilities in the area, so that current
Bfdrmation on North Vietnam is less comprehensive than 1t was
s + In particular, on the question of Communist military
informatiun base is very spotty. ‘ence we Fnow we are
‘Part of the picture on military aic, and our esti-
@ ‘part we cannot see have a wide mariii. f error.

dtary aid to Worth Vietnam 1s focused on materiel
the type of military action undertaken by the Com-
in 'South Vietnam -- i.e., selected attacks from
8 &t ‘times and places of their choice. Us military
Nistnam supports a different military mission --
f scattered communities, large agricultural
‘1ines of communication, plus reaction and reinforce-
i1 forces after Communist attack. As the total

dum has beer prepare. . oin- .
_Agenoy and. the "efense .n. i .
fﬂ,by the Bureau of Inteliiger:

State.

Ay s
~ e A TN e B ) T
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r the different missions differ in size, so do their
ats for assistance. Throughout the war. South Viet-
have been roughly twice the size of North Vietnam's
foxoe _the South, primarily because the missions of South
Vietnam's forces -- protecting population and holding terri-
‘w~'have required a much larger and widely dispersed mili-

# ..".(6) The GVN has therefore also required a combat air force
.4nd an-ability to redeploy forces rapidly by ground and air
g'trmp%z. Thus, the types of equipment supplied to South Viet-
_pam'by’the US have been more sophisticated and therefore more
;2‘”‘"‘ than those required by Hanoi. South Vietnam also re-
res ‘oonsidérably more logistic support.

PRV (P

. (@) In addition, shipping, overhead, anu other support
costs ‘Of military aid to the GVN are substantially wore than

aupport costs of Communist aid to North Vietnam because of the

q:uu: distance involved and other factours. (See Table II at annex.)

,’. Several conclusions may nonetheless be drawn with re-
wpeat ‘to levels of military and economic assistance to North
Vietnam from 1970 through 1974.

",'.“'f'"‘f;(’,l) Total Communist military and economic aid to North
Vietnam in 1974 was higher (in current dollars) than in any

Lombardment in North Vietnam
ginning of 1973 brought about a large decrease in as-
for defense against such bombariment or to replace

caused by it (e.g., ai: defense equipment, missiles,
etc.).

the US disengagement frcom combat and the reduction in

"of hostilities in South Vietnam in 1973 weye reflected.: ;-
patantial decrease in the amount of ammunitiof and ground. g
gquipment received by North Vietnam, compared with 1972.,

In 1974, the delivery of ammunition to Hanoi markedly . . .-
over 1973 and reached a level as high as that of :

Yalthough deliveries of ground force equipment continued '

jatively low levels. .

oliar figure gshown (- ti. ta7le Jo» camun ition delivertes - B!
B | 74 is comsiderably ni_nce o coo Sor 137k, cut tens
. h!“' were about the same. T L S S A A
"‘tlﬂuina the differenc..
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8} Economic aid was reduced in 1972 with the closure of
rs3 hetnamese ports, but with their reopening rose sharpl
in 1973 end reached a record level in 1974. Thnz econon:t:tg
~ increase in 1974 was further spurred by typhoons which damaged

the 1373 North Vietnamese autumn rice harvest, the inflation
. of dol Vvalues in 1974, and the increased pace of reconstruc-
“tion; 'ddring 1974.
lfigurOl leading to the above conclusions are
n 4 I. They give a rough order of magnitude of
Comcuriist military assistance to North Vietnam and a somewhat
more gf!cilO‘lndicatxon of economic aid. Within the category
.of military assistance, the estimates of deliveries of equip-
mant and materiel ($275 million in 1974), as well as the esti-
mate for transportation equipment ($25 million in 1974), are
. fairly good. Even a more complete data base would produce
. estimates of the same relative magnitude. This is not true,
« however, for those items listed under the “other military-
: related:support” heading, where the lack of hard data makes
our estimates subject to wider margins of error.

v. - 4. It should also be noted that in the final analysis
what is significant is not so much the level of militory as-
istancd but the relative balance of forces on the battlefield
in South Vietnam. Horth Vietnamese forces in Scuth Vietnam,
supporteéd by record stockpiles of military supplies, are
tronger .today than they have ever been. The Communists are
pected to sharply increase the tempo of the fighting in the
xt fe. months. Given the present military balance in the:
buth, the GW's forces will not be decisively defeated during
current dry season. At currently appropr:.ated levels of
military assistance,-however, the level of combat that we
3Ate in the next few months will place the Comnunists
@ition of significant advantage over the South Viet-
rces in subsequent fighting.
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!!lll I

; MILITARY AND ECOWOMIC
Wm.;omvxm

g4

1970 1972 1973
205 315 150 33

140 ses 230

310

ig 110
70 130
3 15

| tary Transportation Equipment 20
uiiiuok- !golzg:ptors. transports)

‘Ot!m: uuécry—nhtod supporty/
sand ckaging costs,
et ot ke i
ical Assistance and
uiu. Mical Supplies)

1,215 1,000 1,695 .
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ESTIMATED COMMUMIS +iLZTARY ARD BOONOMIC
ASSISTA... . TO NORTH VIETHAM
(Continued)

Million Current US$
1970 1971 1972 1973 1974

“TOTAL OF ESTIMATED COMMU- 940 1,070 1,215 1,000 1,695
NIST GOODS AND SERVICES
- PROVIDED TO NORTH VIETNANM
. {repsated from last page)

Lzss - wowTH VIETHAMESE EX-
- .. o . PORTS TO COMMUNIST
commuxs_/

TOTAL ESTIMATED COMMU-
NIST AID TO NORTH VIETNAM B30 I.0%0 Y, I8%

'Q/baaaucc of rounding, individual figures do not alvays add to
U eRE totals im this tabdls.

'Yhe data for 1974 gre preliminary.

e/Atthough ammunition’ -supplied to North Viatnam in 1074 qpnnt{tuccd-

“an estimated 40 percent of ite military aid, our data rdgarding ,

probable awmunition ‘'vosts per tom are aduitecdly "soft.¥ Theres:

sfors, if our price estimates are off by, eay, 10 percent, the

& »t;::g:ovaluc for mi’t(on alone could fluotuate by some US- 8’17 ‘
o W n.

Tﬁ ilack of hard inf@auatton on the ttems inoluded under 'Othc
ty-rclatcd.@upgprt' makes these eetiwates subJect to a:w
J error ghan eziets for other categories cf ~zt£tar§ a
¥ -to larth‘ tnam.
5 78he ‘voet of transportdtion is imoluded. iu S
t.of thc,zoaﬂ; aa shoun in the table. (Por' niz‘.‘taty*vgoada
y ‘and packdging aactc are inaluded under "other ﬁt{tary-
d cunport.;)A; el
rth Vietnamese éxprrts in theas years paid for soms o[ Fao |
1 iV6atnam'e {mporte, we have subtrddqted ther to darivs OUP it
tes of Coumunitt atd to North Vietnam,
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CDHPAiIBOIB.O‘ MAJOR CATEGORIES OF COMMUMIST

MILITARY AID TO NORTH VIETNAX AMD US AID
TO BOUTH

Communigt Military us uu.u

Aid Delivered to North Aid So Far
Vietnam propriated to
South Vietnam

CY 1974 PY 1978

400 (100%) 700 (100%)

; Equipment and Materiel 275 ( 69%) 268 ( 38%)

ense Equipment .® S5 (14%) (negl.)
. Porces Equipment 45 (1l1w) (negl.)}) -

170 (43%) 268 ( 38%)

S (1w) -~ {(negl.¥

25 (6%) -- (negl.)
20 (5%) 7t (11%)

LITARY-RELATED :SUPPORT 80 (202) 358 (510)¢/ -
ding Spare Parts; POL for
Jitary, Technical Assistance
baining, Medical:gupplies,
k ellaneous Costs)
R Y

our fisureg v omminis: aid to
one of whish are auf: estimates ire n.t readily com-
atd appropriations for Scuth Vietnim. 4.es, the data
¢t .da%d 18 kept on a calendar year bus’s while U5 .@id
ejed 2o a Piscal Year c.cle. Che 1ove tableiu
rghah trdioation of the way 'ha two ald packages
.P Camvunia* atd and F: Caid.

inet zhc U3 aid
tetnam
&C Communist etdc. 4h€f¢ cre ilao
“on the Communiat eide are zvaiiallec
ccrﬂfctug of military equijmer . .7
-6 -
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DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY Eecutive Registy
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20340- 3342 86- >4 /25
U-4444/RTS-2A
31 JUL 1986

T0: Central Intelligence Agency

DCI Executive Register

Room 7E12

CIA Headquarters Bldg

ATTN: |

Washington, D.C. 20505

SUBJECT: Unclassified Search

\
1. Please search your holdings for an unclassified memorandum titled
"Communist Military and Economic Aid to North Vietnam, 1970-1974", dated
5 March, 1975, CIA/DIA as the author. The memorandum is probably produced for
the DCI.

2. Enclosed is a copy of the New York Times article that may mention the
document.

3. Please send information to:
Defense Intelligence Agency

ATTN: RTS-2A
Washington, D.C. -

4. Thank you for your assistance.

FOR THE DIRECTOR:

Chief, Reference Library Branch
Central Reference Division

Committed to Excellence in Defense of the Nation
1961 - 1986

DCi
EXEC
REQ

STAT

STAT

STAT

L - e:?jgizf-j/lfﬂ
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